
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



1851.] 203 

20th, 1851, acknowledging the receipt of the Proceedings Nos. 3 to 5, 
Vol. 5. 

Also a letter from the Asiatic Society of Bengal, dated Feb. 21st, 
1851, acknowledging the receipt of the Journal Vols. 1 to 8, old series, 
Part 1, Vol. 1, new series, and Proceedings, Vols. 1, 2, 3, and Nos. 
1—5, of Vol. 4. 

On motion of Dr. Zantzinger, the thanks of the Society were pre- 
sented to Mr. George Ord for the portrait received this evening. 



May \Qth. 
Vice-President Wetherill in the Chair. 

Upon taking the chair, Mr. Wetherill announced the decease of the 
President of the Society, Dr. Samuel George Morton, which took place 
at his residence in Arch Street yesterday morning, after an illness of 
only four days. The present meeting had been convened for the pur- 
pose of expressing the feelings of the members on this melancholy oc- 
casion. 

Dr. Bridges in some very appropriate remarks on the character of 
the deceased, adverted to his long connexion with the institution, al- 
most from its origin; his close adherence to its interests under the 
varied and trying circumstances through which it had passed ; having 
successively filled its different offices, he had become the ornament of 
its prosperity, and died at last its President. 

Dr. Charles D. Meigs expressed his deep and sincere regret for the 
loss of Dr. Morton, and bore testimony to his great private worth, his 
eminent scientific and professional abilities, and offered the following 
Preamble and Resolutions : 

The Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia being called upon 
to deplore the loss of its late respected and beloved President, Dr. 
Samuel George Morton, and considering that event as of deep interest 
to the whole Republic of Letters ; feeling that the eminent attainments 
of their late Chief in the various departments of Literature and Science 
entitled him to the respect and admiration of all the friends of learn- 
ing; that his consistent course of virtue, his liberality and urbanity, 
adorned and illustrated the Academy over which he presided, and re- 
flected honor upon its name, are deeply impressed by the irreparable 
loss they, in common with all the friends of the Natural Sciences, have 
sustained by his death : Therefore, 

Resolved, That this Academy esteem the life of their late President 
to be to all men a shining example of earnest and successful zeal in the 
pursuit and promotion of learning, in the cultivation of wisdom and 
virtue, and the practice of the highest liberality and benevolence. 

Resolved, That the Academy do cherish and revere the memory of 
their deceased, illustrious President, and that in order to commemorate 
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his name, a marble tablet with a suitable inscription be placed in the 
Hall of the Academy. 

Resolved, That with heartfelt sympathy we present to his bereaved 
family this expression of our admiration of him whose death deprives 
both them and our common country and the world, of one of the most 
meritorious of men. 

The Preamble and Kesolutions were unanimously adopted. 

Dr. J. C. Fisher offered the following, which was also unanimously 
adopted : 

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to select a member to pre- 
pare a biographical memoir of our late President, Dr. Morton, and that 
the kindred societies in this city, of which he was a member, be invited 
to be present when it is read. 

The Committee under this resolution was then appointed as follows : 
Dr. Jas. C. Fisher, Dr. R. Bridges, Dr. J. K. Mitchell, and Dr. 
Leidy. 

On motion of Dr. Bridges, the Resolutions were ordered to be pub- 
lished in four daily papers of this city. 

Dr. Horner offered the following, which was adopted. 

Resolved, That when we adjourn it shall be to meet in this Hall on 
Sunday afternoon next, 18th inst., at 3 o'clock, to attend, as a body, 
the funeral of our late lamented President. 

Dr. Mitchell moved that the Chairman and Secretaries and three 
other members, be a committee to wait upon the family of Dr. Morton 
and testify the sympathy of the Society ; which was adopted, and the 
following members appointed : Dr. Mitchell, Blr. Peterson, and Dr. 
Horner. 



May 20th. 
.Vice-President Wetherill in the Chair. 

Dr. Leidy remarked that in a recent visit to Dr. Wilson, near Newark, Dela- 
ware, while rambling in a neighboring wood, upon turning over a log, he dis- 
covered a mole cricket, (.Grillo-talpa Americana,) standing very quietly at the 
mouth of a hole. Upon taking it up, the animal exhibited no signs of move- 
ment, though perfectly fresh and life-like in appearance. He took it home 
and next morning examined it, and found it still presenting no signs of life. 
Every part of the insect was perfect, not even the autennse being broken. 
Upon feeling it, it was very hard and resistant, and on making an incision through 
the thorax, it exhaled a fungoid odor. The insect had been invaded with a 
parasitic fungus, which everywhere filled the animal, occupying the position 
of all the soft tissues, even unto the tarsal-joints. It formed a yellowish or 
cream-colored compact mass, and in the abdomen enclosed in its centre the 
stomachal teeth of the insect. 

Examined microscopically, the fungus matter was found to consist of a myce- 
lium of filaments for the most part simple, but occasionally branched, and el- 
liptical or globular sporular bodies, averaging the l-2333rd in. in diameter. 



